Tough comeptition
coming to town

By BRUCE YENTES
STEVE HOFEMAN
. Mahomet Citizen

MAHOMET — The Bulldog

s country teams will be trying

post-season ;
‘The regular season ends for the
M-S runners with the Invitational,
bit both the boys’ and girls’
quads hope their season is far
om over. The Corn Belt Con-
ference meet is slated for Oct. 16,
d the TFISA State Series begms
with Regional action the follow-
veekend at Charleston. It all
minates in the State Cross
Country Meet Nov. 6 in East

Peoria.

Invitational details

A total of 19 teams are set torun
Saturday, with action beginning
with the girls’ divisionat9a.m. The
boys will run after that, with a girls’
open division set to begin at 10:15
am.anda b(;ys ol divisionat 11
a.m.

Bonnie Moxley’s girls’ ‘;qud has

suffered from nagging injuries in
recentwee

,and she hopestohave
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The Iong—mme Bulldog coach thinks
there are several teams “to be reck-
oned with” at this Saturday’s run, in-
cluding Normal U-High, St. Joseph-
Ogden, and Rochester.

Boys’ coach Neil Garrison is also
hoping for a high finish, and hopes to

keep pace withe Class A state power-

houses Danville Schlarman (second at
state last year) and Normal U-High
(third in state in 2003). Charleston
also has a strong program. He also
feels the Invite will be a good test for
his squad as they ready for conference
and Regionals.

“We tried to make it tougher this

year by mv1t1ng more AA (large

school) teams,” said Garrison. “In
making it more competitive, we're
hoping that we’ll respond and get
better.”

~ Moxley also hkes the idea of run-
ning at home the same day of the:
Homecommg dance, instead of hav-

_ing to travel across the state to run.

“Lastyear we were at Wheaton dur-
ing Homecoming, so that was a little
distracting,” said Moxley. “It’s nice
they get to run home on Saturday

__ prior to the dance.”

Teams taking part in this

 Sacurday’s event are Unity, Lin-

coln, BCC, Clinton, Prairie Cen-
tral, Monticello, Urbana, Normal
U-High, Cumberland, S¢. An-
thony, Mattoon, Charleston, Ur-
bana Uni-High, Centennial,
Danville Schlarman, Jamaiea, St
Joseph-Ogden, Georgetown-
Ridge Farm, Rochester and Fla-
homet Seymour.

The startmg hne is located at the

s




UNDING THE CORN
' Bulldog cross cou
tholic and Bantoul.

TheM SHS boys’ squad

ily outran Bloomington

ntral

ntoul in a triangu
t Sept. 8.

he M-S harriers took
fop seven spots in
sting their Corn Belt

mfezence foes.
ustin Sebens crossed the

shlincahead of the field

Catholie and

it

GARRETT HALM/T he Mahometzmzeﬂ

‘ {o rght Clay Mltchem Jared Sanders and Daug Russian round many of the curves that

ot the overall victory, fol-

'ed by Troy Pittman,

'izwgﬁ Kirwan, Gabe W’dder

Sicve Roberts.
nscompleted the three-
coursein I6-minutes, 17-
s to take the top time in
iieet.  Piteman had his
snial-best time in finish-

condwitharunofl6:35.

. 14 of the M-S runners
eda personal best, despite

slow course conditions, ac-

_cording to M-S head coach

Neil Garrison. »

Girls resulis -
The M-S girls placed 24rd

out of 28 teams at the highly-

competitive Wheaton Invita-

tional this past Saturday. The

good news wis that nine of 12
Bulldog runners “ran personal
bests for the season, so that
was wonderful ? commented
Moxley.

Julie Jarrett shaved nearly a
minute off her personal best,

running the coursein 18:34 to
finish ninth in the flighted #2
race. Abby May added a nice
time of 19:30, whzie]enn Eall
and Amy Balek ad times of
1051 ‘

“Fora freshman, that sphe-

nomenal,” dded Moxley.

“She put herself i in a prett}

elite group of runners.” -

With no meets this week
except the Bulldog Invita-
tional, the coach hopes to get

her team healthy and ready
for their final meets of the
2004 campaign.

.




