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The boys’ cross country
team looks to repeat this
year as the Com Belt Con-
ference champions and with
another record-setting state
finish.

Last season’s top per
former, team captain Alex
Keeble, looks to improve
his state finishing time.

The three-year letter win-

ner took fourth (14:49 for 3

miles) in the Class 2A state
cross country meet in Peoria
last year and is considered
one of the top rumners in
the state.

Other state qualifiers in-
cluded Jack Hyde, Gabe
Pommier, Ben Craw, Riley

Fortune, Brian Butcher and
Andrew Walmer.

The Bulldogs finished a
school-record second place,
and QGarrison believes his

nneis can lmpxove Ofl

their personal best and state ‘

finishes.

Mahomet-Seymour enters
the season as the No. | team
in 2A in by MilesSplit and
Dyestat.com.

“They are hard workers,”
said coach Neal Garrison,

“and hopefully will be able
to draw on their experience |

|
|

to be able to be stronger this |

year at state”’

To accomplish these goals
the team retums 14 lstter
winners and six seniots to
a team of runners whom

Garrison states “have strong

character and work ethic.”

In his 14th year as head
coach, Garrison understands
that this sport takes its toll
on his athletes, which is
exactly why he wants his
athletes to know that “run-
ning is fun’’ as well.

I would be missing out,”
he said, “if I didn’t mention
that all of our team mem-
bets are significantly im-
portant to our team’s over-

all success not just the top
returnees. Their work ethic
is contagious—one way or
another,

cess one way or another,
I have been very fortunate

to be able to coach such a
- great group.”’

Boys' cross country opens

the season when they trav-
el to Charleston Saturday

Sept. 6 for the Charleston

Their team spirit
determines our team suc-

Invitational.
The team also will com-
pete in the Springficld,

Peoria DNotre Dame and
East Peoria Iﬂvﬁaﬁ(mal this
season.




