NEWS-GAZETTE ALL-AREA

TOP PERFORMERS

5 Bulldogs selected
for 1st-team honors

By The Mahomet Citizen

Five Mahomet-Seymour ath-
letes were chosen to receive
News-Gazette All-Area first-
team honors in their respec-
tive fall sports.

Three members of the boys’
Class 2A cross-country state
championship team were
picked for the All-Area first
team.

The Bulldog representatives
were Riley Fortune, Ryan
Hodge and Mathias Powell.

Bryson Keeble was a sec-
ond-team selection.

Evan Burge, Kaelan Davis
and Nate Douglas were picked
for the honorable mention
unit.

In soccer, junior midfielder
Ethan Mansfield was one of the
12 first-teamers. He totaled 12
goals and 15 assists while help-
ing M-S (16:5-3) tie its single-
season record for wins.

Senior teammates Brandon
Bussman and Trevor Burgess
were accorded second-team
All-Area accolades.

On the honorable mention
list were senior Brandon But-
zin and junior Austin Carr.

In boys’ golf, senior Adam
Woller was one of the six first-
team honorees.

A two-time state-qualifier,
Woller had a team-best 39.6
nine-hole scoring average. He
placed in a tie for 30th in the
Class 2A state tournament.
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Mahomet-Seymour’s Ethan
Mansfield was named to the
All-Area Boys' Soccer Team.

Garrison

All-Area Boys’ Cross-
Country Coach of the Year:
Mahomet-Seymour’s Neal Gar-
rison

Why he’s Coach of the Year:
After his Bulldogs dominated
the Class 2A state meet last
season for the program’s first
championship, they faced an
uphill battle to repeat. M-S lost
seniors Andrew Walmer, Brian
Butcher, Ben Craw and Gabe
Pommier from that victorious
unit, but that couldn’t stop
the Bulldogs. They edged out
Normal U-High by 23 points
for a second straight state title
behind top-10 individual finish-
es from Mathias Powell (sec-
ond), Riley Fortune (fourth)
and Ryan Hodge (seventh).

Season highlights: | really
think it’s the team coming
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Mahomet-Seymour’s Adam Woller, a two-time state qualifier, was one of six first-team
honorees for The News-Gazette All-Area Boys' Golf Team.
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The News-Gazette All-Area
Boys' Cross-Country Coach of
the Year is Neal Garrison of
Mahomet-Seymour.

together and winning state. |
do think it was somewhat of a
challenge because we lost a lot
of stable guys. These (younger)
guys had to step it up quick,
and they did. I'm super proud
that they did it, but it was
tough, it was hard for them.

They won the Charleston
Invitational, the East Peoria
Invitational, the Metamora
Invitational, the Apollo Confer-
ence, and they won sectional
and state. .

A few of my favorites:
Favorite foods, probably pizza-
and ice cream. ... First car, a
1973 Plymouth Roadrunner.
... Favorite non-sports hobby,
spending time with my wife
and my kid. We vacation a lot,
and my wife and | walk with
our dog. ... Favorite restaurant,
it was Atlanta Bread, but they
closed on me. Probably Noo-
dles (and Company). ... Dream
vacation destination, prob-
ably Venice. I've been there a
couple times. ... Favorite sport-
ing event you've attended live,
1 have gone to the 1984 and

1996 Olympics, and my family -
also went to the 2012 Olympic
Trials out in Oregon. ... Favorite
college sports team, Eastern
lllinois cross-country. They have
a nice bond. ... Favorite band/
musician, | always say the
Mahomet-Seymour marching
band.

Three things on my bucket
list: I'd like to travel to St.
Petersburg, Russia, with my
family, and probably travel with
my family to two more places.

What | enjoy most about
coaching: The people. | enjoy
my current runners, my past
runners, the families and a lot
of people who supported me
along the way. Just the com-
munity. That's been the good
part.
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